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The PRESIDENT took the Cllﬂil‘ ai 4.30
pan., aned read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

1By the COLONIAL SECRETARY: An-
nual reports of Commissioner of Police and
Zoological  Gardens  and  Acclimatisation
Committee.  Roads Aet—PBy-laws, Wynd-
ham and Hall's (reek.  Municipal Corpora-
tions Acl—RBy-laws, Albany, Bunbury, Bus-
sellon. and Perth.

QUESTION—GRFAT WESTERN RAIL-
WAY FARES.

ARDAGH asked the Colonial
What is the amount aflowed by
the Federal railway anthorities, to this
State, per passenger travelling hetween
Perth and Kalgoorlie on Federal railway
tickets?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY
pliesl:  TFlirst c¢luss, 33s. 1d. ench
Seeand clags 225, each way.

Hon. R. G,
Sevretary:

Te-
way:

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION,

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY (Hon.
P. Colebateh—East) [4.35]: I move—

Thut for the remwinder of the week the
Standing Orders e suspended so far as
fo enable Bills (o be introduced and
passed Uirengl all stages in one day, and
all Messages from the Legislative .1ssen-
Wy to he taken into consideration on the
day on which they are received: also ta
enahile the Dusiness aforesaid 1o be en-
tered wpon and deolt with before the Ad-
dress-in-reply is adopted.

The reasons for this molisn  were
fullv =et out in the Governor’s Spceech.
When the Federal Ciovernment announced
their intenlion of taking a further referen-

very

dum on the question of reinforcing the Aus-
traltan troops, the Government of Western
Aunstralia took the matter into carveful con-
sideration and determined that although it
would involve both Ministers and members
in a good deal of ineonvenience, there was
no other course open but to make evervthing
else subservient to this great National issue.
The only other Sitate Parliament whieh is
in session at the present time is the Parlia-
ment of Victoria, and that Parliament also
las deiermined upon a course similar to that
which we propose io adopt. That Parlia-
ment intends to do purely essential business
and then adjourn until February in order
that the members there may have an oppor-
tanity al faking their part in the referen-
dum campaign. The CGovernment recognised
ihat tf we took this course and endeavoured
lo have a very brief session, it wounld be
futite for us to attenpt to deal with mat-
ters of importance, hecause directly we
staried dealing with matters of imporiance,
we would not know where to stop, and the
result might he that nn matier with what
vood intentions we set out, a eonsiderable
time would elapse hifme the husiness wonld
be completed. Conse uwently, it was decided
that we should not attempt to deal with
many things that are important, but confine
ourselves fo things (hat are absolutely essen-
tial, because we regard the taking of the
veferendum and the sceuring of an affirma-
tive vote as infinitelv more important than
any matter in our State polities. The husi-
ness before the House pending the adjourn-
ment will therefore he confined to non-con-
tentious and absolutely necessary matters.
[t will include a Privilege Bill, notice of
which was given vesterday, and the continu-
anee  Bills  referved fa in the Governor's
Spreeell, namely, a Bill to continue the Roads
Act which has been enacted from year to
vear and which would otherwise expire in
Nerember; the Sale of Liquor Regulation
Bill which provides for the closing of hotels
hetween the hours of ¢ p.m. and 9 a.m. and
whiell will expire on the 31st December un-
less renewed, and the Pdstponemeni of
Debts Aet which will also expire at the end
of this year. The Wheat Marketing Aet in
its present form gives aunthority for the
handling of the harvest of the 1916-17 sea-
son, and it is infended to extend the opera-
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-tion of that measure so that the Government
may be permitted to deal with the harvest of
1917-18. A further Bill containing a num-
ber of amendments fo the Wheat Market-
ing Act will be sobmitted to Parliament on
re-assembling in January next. and that will
afford an opportunity for any debate which
bon. members may consider desirable in re-
gard to the maiter generallv. The Land and
Income Tax Aect will be re-enacted, and
whatever further form of taxation the (iov-
ernment intend to bring forward will be
submifted in another Bill at a later stage,
A Supply Bill will also be submitted to en-
able the affairs of the State to he carried on
antil  Parliament re-assembles. 1t seems
probable 1o me that hon. members would
regard it as somewhat fufile to continue at
this stawe the decbate on the Address-in-

reply. Hon. wmembers would  consider
it advisable that that debaie should
talke place  when we meet later on
for the transaction of the actnal

business of the session. My only de-
sire is to studyv the convenience of hon. mmem-
bers in every possible way, and if this mo-
tion 15 agreed to, T would snpgest that we
complete the other business on the notice
paper, that is, the Privilege Bill, and then,
instead of waiting on ihe uncertainty of the
business to be dealt with in another place
being prepared for us during this evening,
we should adjourn until to-morrow after-
noon, when T have no doubt the econtinnance
Bills will be readv for our econsideration.
Having disposed of the formal husiness. it
is then proposed to adjourn until probahly
the 23rd January next.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [4.37]:
As the business whieh another place is jre-
paring for this Chambher will not he avail-
able for our consideration this evenine, 1
think it would be convenient for rcountry
members who nught desive to cateh their
trains to-morrow afternoon, if the House
were to weet, as is enstomary towards ihe
end of the zession. at I o'clock mstead of at

4.30.

Hon. A. SAXNDERSOYX (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.38]: This is a most ohjee-
tionable way of doing business. but T quite
realize that it ecannof be done in any other
way. T would like 1o ask the leader of the

House a question with regard to the regula-
tions which were laid on the Table yester-
day. A considerable number of these were
placed on the Table and | am not yuite clear
what the position is with vegard to them. T
am only speaking offhand, but I am under
the impression that if no objeciion is taken
to them within 14 days, they ipso facto be-
come regulations which have the force of
Jaw. | am unly asking for information on
lhe subyjeet, and T would like to have some
kind of assurance from the Colonial Secre-
tary that an opportunity will he given to
members io louk inte these regulations and
1f necessary disullowing fhem at o later
stage,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebutech—East—in reply) [4.40]:
With reference to the remarks of Mr. Kir-
wan my anly wish is to study the conveni-
ence of lon. members and if it will he more
convenient for lion. members to meet at 3
o’clock instead of at +.30 I shall be quite
willing to fall in with the suggestion. The
regulations which were laid on the Table of
the Honse vesterday are under a number of
different Aets and some of those Acts make
certain provision regarding the disallow-
anee of the regulations, while others do not.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Nearly all 14 davs.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: My at-
tention was drawn to one set of regnlations
fo which it was thought some objection
might be taken und T withheld those trom
the Table and will not sulanit them uniil
the House re-nssembles after Christmas. If
any exeeption is (aken tn the regulations,
anil it appearg that through the method we
have heen foreed 1o adopt this session, any
of the privileres of hon. members are being
taken awayx, [ «an sav an behalf of the Gov-
ernment that we will take steps to withdraw
(he regulations. Hon. members will recognise
that in these times it is not easy for the
{tovernment to meet the proper conveni-
ences of hon. members. but we wiil do all
we ¢fan.

Question put and passed.

LEAYF OF ARSENCE.
On maotion by Tlon. J. W. KIRWAN.
leave of ahsence {or the remainder of the
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session granted to the Hon. J. Cornell on
the ground of absence from the State on
military duties.

BILL—~TRANSFER OF LAND ACT
AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

The COLOXNTAl: SKCRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebalch—East) [4.43] in moving
the second veading said: This is a very
short measure of one clause only. Section

49 of the prineipal Act provides that “every
duplicate o1 special certifieate herewith is-
sued shall he of parchment” A diffieulty
has arisen with regard to obtaining parch-
ment. It is considered not merely as a mat-
“er of ecunomy hat of necessity as well that
we shall snbstitute paper for parchment in
regard to these dnplieate certificates. As a
matter of faet the opinion has been ex-
pressed by the Titles olfice that paper of the
quality now obtainable is preferable to
parchment. The number of parchments re-
guired in a vear i85 anything up to 10,000,
and at the present time there is eonsiderably
less than a vear's supply available and there
is not much prospect of getting any more.
I say a year’s supply even if the whole of
the parchment we could lay our hands on
were used for this purpose. If this Bill is
passed a great deal of parcliment will be
available for use in connection with other
purposes. 1i is necessary that the Bill should
pass at onee because it takes a good time to
collect these parehments. All the skins have
to he examined and we gencrally have to get
stocks for from nine to twelve months in
advanee. Tf the Bill is not put throngh im-
mediately steps will at once have to be taken
to endeavour to secure those parchments
whieli will be neeessary. The saving—whieh
cannot he exaetly estimated hecause the num-
cher of parchmenis used from vear to vear
varies considerably—will be from £400
lo £600 per annum, The suzwestion
wonld not be made for the sake of tlis sav-
ing alone. but for {wo important elements,
one heing that in the opinion of those hand-
ling the {itles the paper now obtainable for
the purpose is better than parchment. and
the other is that even if we did nol deter-
mine tn do this it is quile likely we wonld

be forced te do it. Then we should he in
difficalties hecanse of the provision of the
existing Act. The Bill now hefore the House
provides that the words “every duplicate
or special certificale on the title hereafter to
he issued shall be in parchment™ shall be
omitted from the Aet in order to provide
for this vontingency. 1 move—
Thet the Bill e noir read a second {hme,
Quesiion pub and passed.
Bill read a =erond time.

In Committee, elcetery,

Bill - passed through Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment, nnd
the report adepted.

Read a third time and transmitfed to the
Fegislafive Assembiy.

ADTOURNMENT—SPECIAL
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. . Colebateh—East) [4.48]: 1 move—
That the House ul its rising adjourn
wntil three o'clock to-morrow afternoon.
I do tlis at the sugeestion of Mr. Kirwan
and without having any feelings of my own
in the matter at all. 1 merely wish to carry
out the wishes of hon. members,
Question pul and passed,

House adjonrned at 150 pm.



